GOD’S WORD IS LIFE

THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST:

STUDY OUTLINE FOR HEBREWS 1

Introduction: Christ as God’s Final Word

Hebrews 1 opens with a resounding proclamation: God has spoken definitively and finally in His
Son, Jesus Christ. Unlike the partial and varied ways God spoke through the prophets, Jesus is the
fullness of God’s revelation. He is not merely another messenger but the message itself—the
radiance of God’s glory and the exact imprint of His nature. Hebrews 1 shatters any notion that
salvation comes through intermediaries or angelic powers. Instead, it lifts Christ high as the eternal
Son of God, the one through whom all things were created, and the one who upholds all things by
His powerful Word.

Purpose:
To proclaim the supremacy of Christ as the eternal Son of God, exalted above all powers, including
the angels, and to understand that He alone is the final and sufficient revelation of God.

Themes:
e Christ as the radiance of God’s glory and the exact imprint of His nature.
e The Son’s superiority to angels and all created beings.
e The sufficiency of Christ’s Word and work for salvation.
e God’s definitive revelation in Christ, surpassing all previous revelations.

Objective:
To grasp that Christ is not just a superior messenger but the very essence of God’s saving action.
Through Him, we receive the fullness of God’s revelation and salvation. Faith clings to Christ alone,

who speaks the final word of grace, life, and truth.

I. God Speaks Fully and Finally in Christ (Hebrews 1:1-3)

The author begins by contrasting the old ways God communicated with His people through the
prophets and the ultimate revelation of His Son.

e Verses 1-2: God’s speaking in the past was partial and varied, delivered through prophets.
Now, in these last days, He has spoken fully and decisively in His Son. Jesus is not just
another prophet (as Islam claims, for example) but the culmination of all prophecy.



Verse 3a: Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact imprint of His being. He is not a
reflection but the very light of God.

Verse 3b: He sustains all things by His powerful Word and made purification for sins, sitting
down at the right hand of God. His finished work is sufficient for salvation.

Key Point: Faith does not rest in human wisdom or effort but in the sufficiency of Christ, who

reveals God fully and accomplishes salvation completely.

I1. Christ’s Superiority to Angels (Hebrews 1:4-14)

The author turns to establish that Christ is superior to angels, dismantling any tendency to elevate

created beings above the Creator.

Verse 4: Christ is greater than the angels by virtue of His name—Son—which no angel has
received.

Verses 5-7: Scriptural evidence underscores Christ’s unique relationship to the Father.
Angels are ministering spirits; Christ is the eternal Son.

Verses 8-12: The Son is addressed as God, whose throne is eternal and whose works are

unchanging. This echoes His divine nature and eternal reign.

Verses 13-14: Angels serve God’s purposes, but Christ sits at the Father’s right hand,
reigning with authority and finality.

Key Point: Salvation does not come through intermediaries, spiritual beings, or angelic power. It is

found in Christ alone, who reigns as the eternal King.

III. Faith in Christ, the Supreme Revelation

Faith is not grounded in visions, angelic messages, or mystical experiences but in the Word spoken
through Christ.

Christ’s Word is the Word of God that creates faith and sustains life.

Faith clings to the finality of Christ’s work, trusting that nothing can be added to His saving
action.

Christ’s supremacy assures us that salvation is not a matter of our striving but His finished
work.



