GOD’S WORD IS LIFE

Study Outline for Romans 14:1-23

Introduction: Embracing Unity Amidst Diversity

In Romans 14, Paul turns to the practical implications of living out the Christian faith in community.
He tackles the issue of differing convictions among believers, emphasizing the need for unity and
mutual acceptance. The chapter underscores that the focus should be on honoring God and

fostering peace, rather than on disputing over non-essential practices.
Purpose

Paul’s intent in Romans 14 is to instruct the Roman Christians on how to coexist peacefully despite
their differences. He stresses that the kingdom of God is not centered on external observances but
on righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Christians are encouraged to welcome one
another and to avoid promoting issues that cause others to stumble in their faith.

Themes
e Embracing one another
e Abstaining from judgment on debatable matters
e Living to honor God
e Promoting peace and mutual edification
e The essence of God's kingdom
Objective

To comprehend how Christians can maintain unity and love within the church by respecting diverse
convictions and focusing on the core aspects of faith, which are righteousness, peace, and joy in the
Holy Spirit.

I. Embracing One Another (Romans 14:1-4)

Paul begins by encouraging believers to accept those who are weak in faith without engaging in
disputes over opinions. The focus is on welcoming each other, recognizing that God has accepted
each one. He highlights that differing practices, such as dietary choices, should not be grounds for
contempt or judgment among believers.



I1. Living to Honor the Lord (Romans 14:5-9)

Paul explains that each person should be fully convinced in their own mind about their practices.
Whether one observes certain days as special or eats all foods, it should be done unto the Lord with
thankfulness. The key is that believers live in the Lord in all they do, acknowledging that Christ is
Lord of both the living and the dead.

ITI. Avoiding Stumbling Blocks (Romans 14:10-21)

Paul warns against judging one another and urges believers to avoid causing others to stumble by
their actions. He reminds them that everyone will stand before God's judgment seat. The focus
should be on pursuing what leads to peace and mutual edification, rather than allowing personal
freedoms to harm a fellow believer’s faith. Paul emphasizes that the kingdom of God is about
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit, not about food and drink.

IV. Faith and Conscience (Romans 14:22-23)

Paul concludes by encouraging believers to act according to their faith and conscience. Personal
convictions should be kept between oneself and God, ensuring that actions are done in the freedom
of faith. Anything that is not done in faith is considered sin. Therefore, it is crucial to live in a way

that does not lead to self-condemnation or cause othets to stumble.

This means acknowledging our utter dependence on Christ's righteousness rather than our own
efforts. Our actions, while guided by faith, are continually marred by sin. It is only through the grace
of God and the work of the Holy Spirit that we can act in true freedom, recognizing our own
failures and need. In this way, we live transparently, not boasting in our own strength, but in our
weakness, through which Christ’s power is made perfect. This humility and reliance on Christ not
only guards our own conscience but also edifies the community of believers, drawing others to the
cross where true freedom and forgiveness are found.



