GOD’S WORD IS LIFE

The Book of Romans

Session 10 Study Outline for Romans 11

Introduction: God’s Sovereign Mercy and Faithfulness to Israel

In Romans 11, Paul tackles the question of Israel’s fate in God’s redemptive plan. He confronts the
idea that God might have rejected His people by showing that God’s promises remain firm. Israel's
rejection is neither total nor final; it serves a greater purpose in God’s overarching plan for salvation.
Here, Paul reveals God’s mysterious wisdom, showing that both Jews and Gentiles are part of His
mercy. This chapter isn’t about individual improvement or human striving; it’s about God’s
faithfulness and the triumph of His mercy over human rebellion.

Purpose:

Paul demonstrates God’s unwavering commitment to His promises, showing that even Israel’s
rejection plays a part in the unfolding of God’s plan. The grace of God is highlighted as sovereign
and indiscriminate, extending beyond the boundaries of the law and reaching both Jews and
Gentiles. Israel’s stumbling does not mean they have fallen completely—it is part of God’s plan to
graft in the Gentiles and eventually bring all His people back together. Salvation, once again, is
God’s work, not a human accomplishment.

Themes:
e God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises
e The remnant of Israel chosen by grace
e Gentiles grafted into the people of God
e The mystery of God’s plan for Israel and the Gentiles
¢ God’s mercy extended to all
Objective:

To understand Paul’s message that God’s plan for salvation is not thwarted by human rejection or
failure. Even when Israel stumbled, God’s mercy extended to the Gentiles, and through this, He will
ultimately bring both Jews and Gentiles into His mercy. Paul’s doxology at the end of the chapter
reminds us that God’s wisdom is beyond human comprehension, and His ways are always aimed at

mercy.



I. The Remnant by Grace (Romans 11:1-10)

Paul begins by addressing a key question: Has God rejected Israel? His emphatic answer is “By no

means!” He points to the remnant chosen by grace as proof that God is still faithful to His

promises.

Verses 1-2: Paul asserts that God has not rejected His people. As an Israelite himself, Paul is
living proof that God continues to be faithful to Israel. There is always a remnant.

Verses 3-4: Paul draws on the story of Elijah to illustrate how God has preserved a faithful
remnant even in the darkest of times. God’s election is a matter of grace, not human effort.

Verses 5-6: This remnant is chosen by grace, not by works. Paul reminds his readers that if
salvation were based on works, grace would no longer be grace.

Verses 7-10: Israel’s failure to obtain righteousness through the law is contrasted with the
remnant who received it by grace. The rest were hardened as part of God’s sovereign plan.

Reflection: How does God’s preservation of a remnant encourage us to trust in His faithfulness,

even when things seem hopeless?

I1. Salvation to the Gentiles (Romans 11:11-24)

Israel’s stumbling has opened the door for salvation to the Gentiles. This wasn’t an accident—it was

part of God’s larger plan to extend His mercy beyond Israel.

Verses 11-12: Israel’s transgression led to salvation for the Gentiles. But Paul hints that
Israel’s eventual inclusion will bring even greater blessings.

Verses 13-14: Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles is driven by his desire to see Israel brought
back to faith. The inclusion of Gentiles, he hopes, will provoke Israel to seek salvation.

Verses 15-16: Isracl’s rejection means reconciliation for the world, but their acceptance will
mean life from the dead.

Verses 17-18: The Gentiles, represented as wild olive branches, have been grafted into the
rich root of Israel. But Paul warns them not to be arrogant or forget their dependence on
Israel’s heritage.

Verses 19-21: Gentiles should not take their place for granted. If God did not spare the
natural branches (Israel), He will not spare the grafted ones (Gentiles) if they become proud.

Verses 22-24: Paul emphasizes the kindness and severity of God. God’s severity towards
those who fall is real, but His kindness towards those grafted in (Gentiles) is profound. He
also expresses hope for Israel’s eventual restoration.



Reflection: What does the olive tree metaphor teach us about the unity and diversity within the
people of God?

ITI. The Mystery of Israel’s Salvation (Romans 11:25-32)

Paul reveals a mystery: Israel’s hardening is only partial and temporary. God’s ultimate plan is to

show mercy to all.

e Verses 25-26: A partial hardening has come upon Israel until the full number of Gentiles
has come in. Afterward, “all Israel will be saved.” This is a profound mystery of God’s grace.

e Verses 27-29: God’s covenant with Israel is irrevocable. His gifts and call are unchanging,

no matter how far Israel has strayed.

e Verses 30-32: Just as Gentiles were once disobedient but now receive mercy, so too will
Israel. God has consigned all to disobedience, so that He may have mercy on all.

Reflection: How does the mystery of Israel’s eventual salvation deepen our understanding of God’s

mercy and faithfulness?

IV. Doxology: The Depth of God’s Wisdom (Romans 11:33-36)

Paul ends with a doxology, praising the incomprehensible wisdom of God’s plan. His judgments are

beyond our understanding, and His ways are higher than ours.

e Verses 33-34: Paul bursts into praise, overwhelmed by the depths of God’s wisdom,

knowledge, and judgments. God’s plans are too deep for human understanding.

e Verses 35-36: Everything exists from God, through God, and for God. To Him alone
belongs the glory forever.

Reflection: How does Paul’s doxology inspire us to trust God’s plans, even when we don’t fully
understand them?



